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LESSON LEARNED 


Qaman AND I ARE having our own fire 
prevention campaign right here at 
home. We’ve gone along all these years 


oily and greasy as any old rags. So, the 
paint and the jeans which are past help 
are going out. Ill keep a couple of 





thinking it can’t happen to us, and then 
we got caught. It all started because we 
had a little skirmish with a fire in a 
wastebasket the other evening. 

We’ve used a bushel basket in the 
basement for wastepaper for ages. It’s 
emptied only when it’s so full someone 
has to empty it. Well, I was working 
down there Tuesday evening and smok- 
ing. Put my cigarette out—I thought— 
and flipped it into the wastebasket. Then 
I had to answer a phone call upstairs. 
When I came back down the basement 
was full of smoke. I yelled to Sarah, she 
called the fire department, and I went 
after the fire myself until they came. 

We were lucky to get it out so soon 
with almost no damage. Of course, with 
the fire department racing up our street 
and all the commotion, the neighbors 
spent half the night here gabbing about 
it. But it started us thinking about the 
number of things lying around that could 
have fed that fire if we hadn't gotten 
it in time. 

There are a lot of paint cans in the 
basement for one thing. Even though 
I’ve been pretty careful about old rags, 
I didn’t think about the work jeans I 
hang up down there which are just as 


small cans of paint for touch up jobs, 
and Sarah is going to dump my new 
work jeans in the wash regularly. 

One of the neighbors offered us a 
couple of old metal bushel baskets with 
covers. They say they’re a bit battered, 
but we don’t mind. They'll be a lot 
better for rubbish than that wooden one, 
and we’re going to empty them regularly, 
too. 

Sarah got quite worked up that night 
about the fact that I’ve put off having 
the furnace, chimney, and flues checked. 
Can’t say as I blame her. When you 
think about it, picking up the phone 
and calling the furnace people certainly 
doesn’t take much effort. I haven’t a leg 
to stand on either because I’ve told her 
I'd handle it. 

Saturday we’re going to start cleaning 
that basement out, and we’re not going 
to be sentimental or foolish about keep- 
ing things. Sarah has a lot of keepsakes 
stored away, and I know I’ve had things 
down there for years that I’ve thought 
I might use someday. Well, I haven't, 
and they’re going out. 

And believe me—I’m going to be more 
careful about matches and cigarettes in 
the future! 

—Safety Sam 
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EATHS FROM HOME accidents decreased 

12.3 per cent in 1949 in Ohio. This is 
a fact which is very encouraging to the 
Ohio State Safety Council as it is the first 
year since 1944 to show a decrease, and it 
is greater than the general decrease in Ohio 
for 1949 which was 11.2 per cent. 


We feel that our state-wide public infor- 
mation service to almost 500 newspapers and 
radio stations plus our other activities are 
paying off. 

The “Safety for My Family” radio series 
has been supplemented by “Green Cross for 
Safety Hints,” 30-second spot announcements 
which go to 45 radio stations each week. 
Two are issued every Friday—one dealing 
with traffic, the other with home or public 
accident hazards. The “Hints” are one year 
old, “Safety for My Family” four years old. 


Local Statistics Compiled 


During the past year we compiled each 
month the home accident deaths for 115 
cities and 88 counties. We decided to send 
a notice to the mayors of these cities every 
six months to let them know how their 
communities stood with respect to the state 
record so far as home accidents were con- 
cerned. These statistics are compiled from 
fatality records furnished us by the Vital 
Statistics Division of the Ohio Department 
of Health. (A few of our cities have data 
on home accident deaths but most of them 
do not, so we are obliged to collect the 
data ourselves.) 


The 1949 figures have been received, but 
the staff has not had an opportunity to 
make a tabulation against 1948 for any of 
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the cities or counties. Incidentally, several 
communities with local safety councils are 
planning to collect some injury data this 
year. 


Radio Contest 


Two radio stations, VW TAM in Cleveland 
and WRFD in Columbus, are sponsoring a 
farm and home safety contest open to all 
persons in the state. Letters explaining 
accomplishments in actually locating and 
eliminating both accident and fire hazards 
or minimizing the danger of those which 
cannot be eliminated are to be judged. 
The winner of the W RFD contest will be 
awarded a free trip to Washington, D. C., 
for a family of four. 

Ohio now has 40 counties organized for 
the promotion of farm and home safety 
under the leadership of our farm safety 
specialist, W. E. Stuckey, at Ohio State 
University. These county safety committees 
have representatives from all local rural 
women’s organizations such as Farm Wom- 
en’s Clubs, Home Demonstration Council, 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, business and 
professional groups, Grange, Farm Bureau, 
ete. 

The project committees, comprised of 
both men and women, of the county safety 
executive committees must promote at least 
one special home safety project each year. 
In many counties they will feature two or 
three in a single year. Too, there are many 
activities planned during the year which 
will feature home, farm, traffic safety. An 
example might be a poster contest which 
would feature all three or just the distribu- 
tion of posters on the three subjects. All 
such projects are carried on a county-wide 
basis. 


Photographic Contest 


The Ohio Farmer magazine is sponsoring 
a photographic contest on farm and home 
safety. Pictures taken before and after re- 
moving the hazards are to be judged. 


At the Ohio State Fair there were special 
safety exhibits featuring home safety. One 
County Home Demonstration Council set 
up a home safety exhibit. Several high 
school vocational home economics groups 
prepared home safety exhibits. 

All vocational home economics courses 
must include one unit on home safety now. 
This year a course on farm and home safety 
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has been added to the curriculum in the 
College of Agriculture, Ohio State Univer- 
sity. It is a one hour seminar taught by 
W. E. Stuckey. 

Home safety is also being promoted 
throughout the state in our state leadership 
camps for adults and youths, including 4-H 
camps. A 4-H speaking contest is in prog- 
ress. The contestants may choose their 
topic from four: farm machinery, home 
equipment, falls, and fires. The girls will 
speak on home safety from any angle they 
choose. This is being conducted on a county 
basis with winners to the district and on 
to the state contest. Prizes are being pro- 
vided by one of our insurance companies. 


Mobilization Month 


Our Women’s Activities Committee of the 
Farm Division continues to promote Safety 
Mobilization Month each year in January. 
This has become a tradition since it was 
initiated in 1943. We have had proclama- 
tions by the Governor each year for seven 
years. That does help. 

“Safety Pays,” a mimeographed quarterly 
pamphlet, is prepared and distributed by the 
Women’s Activities Committee to leaders 
of all rural organizations in the state, about 
4,700 copies. 


"50 Plans 


The 1950 program of the Women’s Activi- 
ties Committee includes plans for the prep- 
aration of a set of slides on falls to be 
available for use throughout the state. The 
Butler County Safety Committee has pre- 
pared slides entitled, “Look Who’s Lucky,” 
which are very effective. Also, the Women’s 
Activities Committee hopes to have a Safety 
House on exhibition at the state fair, a 
. television program during mobilization 
month, a survey on falls with the coopera- 
tion of the home economics teachers among 
its other activities. 

Plans are being developed almost con- 
tinuously for further reduction of home 
accidents throughout the state. It must be 
a continuous program of safety education if 
we are to make even a small reduction in 
the still staggering statistics on home acci- 
dents. 


This bookmark, produced jointly by > Ohio State 
Safety Council and the Division of Safety and 
Hygiene, Industrial Commission of Ohio, was used 
during one of the campaigns. 
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TAKE TIME 
To BE 
SAFE 
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WALK , DON'T RUN 


PUT TOOLS AWAY 
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AVOID 
ACCIDENTS 
IN THE HOME 





POSTER CONTEST 


ERE ARE THE winning posters made by held during the past year. At_the top 

high school students in New York. appear the first, second, and third place 
The contest, conducted by the American posters; at the bottom, those winning honor- 
Museum of Safety and the Greater New able mention. These posters will be repro- 
York Safety Council in cooperation with duced and given to the schools for use in 
the Board of Education, New York, was their safety programs next year. 
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HE WHO DISREGARDS THE RED 


HO HS pe ayy HS 


MAY ONE DAY FIND HIMSELF DEAD 
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HOME ACCIDENT FACTS-1949 


"P HERE Were 31,000 deaths from home ac- 

cidents in 1949, 120,000 permanent im- 
pairments (amputations, partial loss of 
function or permanent total disability) and 


about 4,550,000 injuries resulting in tem- 
porary disability. The injury total of ap- 


proximately 4,650,000 means that 1 out of 
32 persons in the United States was disabled 
one or more days by injuries received in 
home accidents during 1949. 

The cost in lost wages, medical expense 
and insurance overhead amounted to $600,- 
000,000. No estimate of property damage is 
available, except for fires which amounted 
to about $200,000,000. 

Following is a breakdown of home-acci- 
dent fatalities in 1949 by type: falls, 15,700; 


fire burns and other injuries associated 
with fire, 4,700; mechanical suffocation, 
1,600; poisons, solid or liquid, 1,400; 


poisonous gas, 1,200; firearms, 1,200; and 
other home accidents, 5,200. 

In the case of mechanical suffocation it 
must be borne in mind that there is sub- 
stantial evidence that many sudden deaths 
of infants are associated with infections— 
particularly of the air passages and lungs— 
rather than with an external cause. 
four-fifths of all fatal, accidental 
poisonings occur in the home. Barbituric 
acid, with its derivatives, was the substance 
most frequently recorded. 


Over 


In addition to being an old age problem, 
gas poisoning is a geographic one, occurring 
chiefly in those areas where manufactured 
gas is used to a considerable extent. 


Approximately half of all fatal firearms 
accidents occur in the home. 

The figures quoted here are from the 
1950 edition of Accident Facts, published 
by the National Safety Council. They are 
based on the sixth revision of the Inter- 
national List of Causes of Death, and, there- 
fore, the difference between 1948 and 1949 
statistics must be considered in this light. 

Prior to 1949 deaths following accidental 
injury were almost invariably classified as 
due to the accident. Currently, the under- 
lying cause of death as stated by the 
physician is selected, and this may be a 
chronic disease, particularly in older per- 
sons. Since falls of aged persons have con- 
tributed by far the largest number of deaths 
from falls, it is in this classification that 
the greatest change between the fifth and 
sixth revision has occurred—18,200 deaths 
from falls in or around the home (all ages) 
in 1948, 15,700 in 1949. Available informa- 
tion indicates that all of this apparent 
decrease came from the changes in classi- 
fication methods. 


Deaths from fire burns or deaths of per- 
sons injured in building fires are now sep- 
arated from burns from hot objects and 
scalds. The deaths from burns, scalds, and 
explosions in or around the home in 1948 
amounted to 6,000. Deaths by fire and in- 
juries in conflagrations in 1949 (home) 
amounted to 4,700. Sealds and burns from 
hot objects are included in “other” accidents. 

The table below shows the complete 
breakdown by age and type for 1949. 





| Oto4 












*Estimated less than 10. 





Deaths from Home Accidents by Type and Age, 1949 


(National Safety Council estimates based on the 6th revision of the International List of 
Causes of Death. See above for comments on differences between the 5th and 6th revisions.) 


5 to 14 


Type of Accident wo Years 

RR rr 5,600 
_.. , 2a 300 
Burns by fire, and injur 

in conflagrations ............ / 1,050 
Mechanical suffocation ........ 1,600 1,550 
Poisonings, except gas......... 1,400 450 
Poisonous gas 70 
ee eae 100 
RR are 2,080 


15 to 24 


25 to 44 | 45 to 64 | 65 Years 

Years Years Years Years | and Over 
1,25 1,050 2,100 3,700 17,300 
100 100 300 1,600 13.300 
550 200 650 850 1,400 
20 10 10 10 . 
50 50 350 350 150 
30 100 200 500 500 
250 300 300 200 50 

290 290 390 1 


.900 
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NOVEMBER PROGRAM 


Firearms Safety 


Wm THE OPENING of the hunting season 
in many areas, a campaign on_ the 
handling of firearms is in order. There are 
a number of aspects of the subject which 
can be covered in a series of news releases 
for publication during this month. 
Approximately half of all fatal firearms 
accidents occur at home. Stress in your 
publicity proper storage of guns and care 
in the handling of guns when cleaning 
them. Some homeowners keep a_ gun, 
loaded, in a night table by the bed for 
protection. Obviously it is easy for children 
to get at a gun stored in this way. Also, 
there have been cases in which a home- 
owner, awakened from a sound sleep, has 
reached for his gun, and mistakenly shot 
a member of his own family thinking it 
was a marauder. Emphasize the fact that 
the best plan for storing guns in the home 
is to keep them unloaded at all times and 
stored in a locked chest with the ammuni- 
tion. 





Keep guns and ammunition out of children's reach. 
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Perhaps someone in your community 
who is interested in collecting antique fire- 
arms can write an article on this subject 
and incorporate precautions relative to these 
types of firearms. 

Of course, the rules of hunting safety 
should be publicized at this time. Stress 
means of carrying guns in automobiles and 
other moving vehicles. Give instructions 
on the handling of guns while walking, 
climbing over or through fences, brush, ete. 
Information on the various types of guns, 
their effective range and maximum range, 
the type of ammunition needed for them, 
ete., can be included in this publicity. 

Safety in range shooting, trap shooting, 
and so forth, may also be discussed this 
month. There are many junior clubs and 
classes in shooting in which safety is care- 
fully and persistently stressed. However, if 
professional instruction for children is not 
available in your community, stress in your 
publicity, the importance of parental in- 
struction and supervision while a child is 
learning to use firearms. 


Bring out during your campaign the fact 
that any force-propelled equipment such as 
air rifles, archery equipment, slingshots, 
darts, can be dangerous. The rule of never 
aiming at a human being is as important 
for these toys as for adult weapons. 

From newspaper clippings you can obtain 
real life background material for these 
articles. The National Rifle Association and 
your public library have information on 
the types and handling of guns. The Na- 
tional Safety Council’s leaflet, Safety Edu- 
cation Data Sheet No. 3—Firearms, and 
Safety Instruction Card No. 451 — Hunting 
Cautions, are also useful. These latter might 
be purchased for distribution by men’s 
organizations, or they can develop their 
own. 

Do not neglect radio and television pos- 
sibilities. Perhaps a member of a local 
rifle club can give a demonstration for a 
television program on safe handling of guns. 
The National Safety Council has a radio 
script on firearms safety which your local 
radio station may obtain upon request. 
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38th NATIONAL SAFETY CONGRESS 
HOME SAFETY PROGRAM 


Palmer House, Chicago, Ill. 
Tuesday, October 17, 8:00 p.m. 
JOINT SESSION WITH AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS 
Presiding: EDWARD B. SHAW, M.D., President, American Academy of Pediatrics, and 
NED H. DEARBORN, Ph.D., President, National Safety Council. 
The Pediatric Approach to Accident Control: 
a. Through Practice, HARRY F. DIETRICH, M.D., Dept. of Pediatrics, University of 
Southern California Medical School, and Staff of Children’s Hospital, Los Angeles, 
if Calif. 
b. Through Research, RUSTIN McINTOSH, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics, College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 
; The Challenge of Child Accident Prevention, HEROLD C. HUNT, Ph.D., General Superin- 
tendent of Schools, Chicago, III. 


LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Ill. 
Wednesday, October 18, 9:45 a.m. 
TARGET NO. 1—THE HOME 

Presiding: TYLER S. ROGERS, Toledo, Ohio, Chairman, Home Safety Conference, and 
Director, National Safety Council. 

Let’s Dis-Harm Our Homes, a panel discussion by four participants, as follows: S. J. 
OWEN, JR., Asst. Chief, Safety Codes Section, National Bureau of Standards, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; M. ALLEN POND, Chief, Division of Engineering Resources, U. S. Public 
Health Service, Washington, D. C.; MISS EDITH RAMSAY, Home Equipment Editor, 
The American Home, New York, N. Y.; and LEONARD G. HAEGER, Asst. Director 

* Program Coordination, Housing & Home Finance Agency, Washington, D. C. 


Wednesday, October 18, 2:00 p.m. 
TARGET NO. 2—THE COMMUNITY 

Presiding: KENNETH B. COLMAN, Seattle, Wash., Vice-President for Local Safety Organi- 
zations, and Chairman, Conference of Local Safety Organizations, National Safety 
Council. 

Presentation of Home Safety Merit Awards for 1950, NED H. DEARBORN, Ph.D., Presi- 
dent, National Safety Council. 

We Point with Pride, WALTER D. LADD, Manager, St. Joseph Safety Council, St. Joseph, 
Mo., and Director, National Safety Council. Mr. Ladd and leaders of award-winning 
community programs in home safety will discuss their campaigns. 

Now You Listen to Us!, MRS. ANNE C. FORD, Health and Safety Adviser, Girl Scouts of 
the United States of America, New York, N. Y., and MRS. EUGENE F. SIMS, Program 
Director, Girls Scouts of Chicago. Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Sims will lead a panel of five 
Girl Scouts of the Chicago Council. 


Thursday, October 19, 9:45 a.m. 
TARGET NO. 3—THE STATE AND THE NATION 
Presiding: G. FOARD McGINNES, M.D., Vice-President for Health Services, American 
» National Red Cross, Washington, D. C. 

An Analysis of the Home Accident Problem, A. L. CHAPMAN, M.D., Asst. Chief, Division 
of Chronic Disease, U. S. Public Health Service, Washington, D. C. 

Governor Dewey’s Team—the New York Story, DANIEL P. WEBSTER, Safety Coordina- 
tor, New York State Division of Safety, Albany, N. Y. 

The Pediatrician and Child Accident Prevention, ESTHER B. CLARK, M.D., Department 
of Pediatrics, Palo Alto Clinic, Palo Alto, Calif. 
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MULTIPLE-OUTLET STRIP 


This new plug-in strip provides an op- 
portunity for spacing electrical outlets at 
either six or eighteen inch intervals (elimi- 
nating the necessity for trailing extension 
cords) and is designed so that either 
grounded or ungrounded portable electrical 
equipment may be plugged into every re- 
ceptacle. In addition to the conventional 
two slots in each receptacle, there is an 
adjacent third slot. Beneath this aperture 
is a copper insert that is securely mounted 
to the multi-outlet’s steel base, affording 
a positive grounding facility. 

This construction allows the use of a 
standard two-blade plug or the three-blade 
grounding plug. The manufacturer says that 
to achieve a thoroughly grounded electrical 
system, the plug-in strip must be installed 
with a positive ground to earth. If house- 
hold appliances have a three-blade plug and 
a third, grounding wire in the cord, they 
will then be properly grounded when 
plugged into the strip. 

It is approved by the Underwriters’ Lab- 
oratories, and the strip may be made to 
fit any length desired by joining standard 
six feet lengths and cutting to fit the job 
at any location between receptacles. 
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BOOKLETS AVAILABLE 


Single copies of How It Was Done, the 
Story of the Los Angeles Home Safety Con- 
ference, may be obtained upon request to 
the Director of Women’s Activities, National 
Safety Council. This booklet gives valuable 
pointers on successful publicity methods and 
a résumé of the activities of various groups 
connected with the Los Angeles home safety 
project. 

At the Conference the City Editor of 
The Los Angeles Mirror told his audience 
not only how to write their stories, but 
how to get the story in the paper. The 
Radio and Television Director of Ruthrauf 
& Ryan Advertising Agency explained how 
spot announcements are written, and the 
Vice President of Telefilm, Inc., told what 
use television can be to the public service 
sponsor. The important points of these 
speeches are given in the booklet. 

A few copies of How to Build a Safer 
Home, published by the Good Housekeep- 
ing Building Forum, are available. As long 
as the supply lasts single copies will be 
sent upon request to the Home Safety Di- 
vision, National Safety Council. This book- 
let gives a very complete coverage of the 
factors of built-in safety and is profusely 
illustrated. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


The Division of Safety, State of New 
York Executive Department, is conducting 
a study of audio visual materials in the 
areas of firemanics, fire prevention, and fire 
training. Any distributor interested in in- 
forming the Division of his materials may 
write Leonard C. Silvern, Safety Training 
Supervisor, Division of Safety, 103 Wash- 
ington Ave., Albany, N. Y. It is requested 
that distributors write before arranging ship- 
ment of materials. 
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